
What to do before the chapel service

· Arrive not later than 10 minutes before the service

· Ask the service leader if there are any additional prayer items

4. What to do during the service

· Sit near the front of the church

· Get up quickly and without fuss, as soon as the previous part of the service concludes (song, announcements, etc.)

· Announce that you will be praying for the people and ask them to pray with you

· Pause before you start praying to give people the opportunity to focus on the fact that they are praying 

· Pray clearly, slowly (slower than seems natural) and with feeling and emphasis

· Pray to God, not to the microphone

· Smile!

Praying publicly in a Church Service

5:17 Church
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So you’ve been asked to pray in a church service at 5:17 Church.  Seems a simple idea.  All it is is talking with God out loud, isn’t it? Well, perhaps there are some questions you need to ask.  For example: How long should the prayer be?  What’s expected of me?  What do I pray for?  Here is some information for you which is aimed at helping you pray well in our church services and to the best of your ability, (plus, hopefully, at helping calm the nerves!).

1.Aims of praying publicly in a church service

Why bother praying aloud in church?

(1) Praying in a congregational setting is a biblical principle (1 Tim 2:1-8, Eph 6:18, Col 4:2-3, Acts 2:42)

(2) God and His family are present together and through prayer we are speaking with him and directly recognising His presence.

(3) Hearing someone pray well in public can assist people in praying themselves, both in the service and privately.

Praying publicly is one of the most important events in the church service.  Praying publicly acknowledges God’s presence with us and directly asks him to bless our time together and hear our requests.  Although some aims are common to all people involved in the service’s preparation, there are also some particular aims for those who pray.

Shared aims are

· To behave in a godly way, not drawing attention to yourself

· To communicate clearly and encourage a sense of warm

           acceptance.

Particular aims are

· To pray clearly so as to be heard and understood

· To aim at maintaining a reverent atmosphere in the service whilst praying

· To help people come before God in prayer

2. Important things to remember

· Be well prepared

· You are praying on behalf of all those present, not as an individual

· You are not the preacher, but the “pray-er”

· Pray so that your prayer can be heard clearly and understood (not too fast – not too slow!)

3. What to do in preparation before arriving at church

· Prepare the prayer at home (at least in heading and note form)

The ACTS acronym is a good pattern to follow:

A. Adoration 
– praising God for his character and action

C. Confession 
– confessing our sin and failings before God

T. Thanksgiving 
– thanking God for the things he has given 

us, particularly for our new life in Jesus through the gospel

– thanking him for the material blessings he has given each of us and that we would be loving, godly generous and wise in their use- both individually and as a church.  

S. Supplication 
– praying for the needs of others including

(a) the needs of the community, state, nation and world

(b) the needs of our members

(c) any pertinent items or issues to do with the church

(d) our pastor(s), elders, deacons and other leaders 

(e) Christian missionaries as they serve around the world

(f) other churches, ministries & organisations in our area

· Pray through the prayer a number of times at home (out loud)

· Make sure you have a grasp of the main thrust of the prayer, and its conclusions. 
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